only the quickly-developing plants., the early-ripening spring
varieties, would manage to "slip through" that short summer
and do all that a plant is supposed to do during its span
of life.
But the opposite happened.
In the summer the crop was garnered from dozens of varie-
ties that had been planted fifteen to twenty days later than
in the preceding year, 1927, when the spring had been much
warmer. The cold spring had not ''stunned" them., but, on
the contrary., had quickened their lives. It transformed them
into early-ripening^ spring varieties.
"Why had nobody observed these astonishing facts be-
fore? Was it not because the Morganists had approached
plants with their preconceived theories? In fact., the Morgan-
ists even prided themselves on having freed themselves
of the duty of watching the waywardness of an organism's
individual existence.
They resembled that celebrated physician., the spoilt
child of fortune., who, as soon as a patient began to tell him
about his ailments,, would interrupt him and say:
"I know, I know. I know everything, old man! Don't
you tell me; I'll tell you what's the matter with you."
Could a poor little plant from this bed., say., tell a cele-
brated professor,, who had studied the structure of "hereditary
substances/' anything he did not know already?
So the Morganists turned away from these wretched
little living blades with an air of boredom and disdain.
Had they not in their formulas of heredity established once
and for all what fate had prescribed for the whole of this green
mob? Identity papers had been issued them for the whole
of their lives. Was this not the triumph of science?
In order to see the real life of plants., however,, these
very self-confident formulas had to be cast aside!
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